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Editorial 


Du uness can be the aftermath of conferences, but Scarborough may be an exception. Some 
of the heat engendered at the Annual Business Meeting has indeed already evaporated, but 
its implications remain. They are these: that, while the examination system of the L.A. 
is to remain as it is for another two years, some revision is imperative ; and the relations 
of the L.A. with the Association of Assistant Librarians must be so arranged that the latter 
can continue a distinétive existence. As for the examinations, resentment was felt not so 
much at the age-limits, although these were the gravamen of the criticism against them, 
but against the undue severity of the Intermediate Examination, which, we are told, has 
delayed and impaired the careers of many quite capable young people. The severity, great 
as it seems in the two subjects, is increased by the requirement that both must be passed 
together. Only students exceptionally possessed of the examination faculty can do this, 
and we have the speétacle of several who have passed in each subje& two or more times and 
yet have never been able to pass them together. The sanity of the requirement that they 
be passed together lies in the faét that it prevents cramming. Will anyone tell us the remedy ? 
* * * * * * 


Quite responsible critics hold that the prime fault in the examination system is that it is 
linked with Registration. A student who obtains certificates in cataloguing and classifica- 
tion only is entitled to place letters after his name (A.L.A.) which in any other profession 
could be used only after passing a final examination ; while F.L.A. is given on examination 
work and only three years of non-graduated service—three years of pasting in labels in an 
approved library will do for experience! Comment on that need not be extensive. 

* * * * * * 


Whatever attitude may be taken towards the examinations of the Library Association, 
the significance in the light of what has just been said of a note which appears in the report 
of one of our most successful libraries—Coventry—entitled Statiftics for the Year 1936-37, 
should not be missed. It reads: ‘‘ 11 members of the Libraries’ staff are Fellows, by Diploma, 
of the Library Association, and 11 are Associates.” That is to say, in this library one-fourth 
of the library staff consists of fully qualified librarians, and another fourth of librarians 
adequately qualified for senior positions. Coventry is to be congratulated. The other side 
of such a picture is that, if we read the financial statement aright, the average salary, including 
that of the Chief Librarian of Coventry, is less than £150. Of course, juniors included in 
the average would be paid very much less than this sum. Assistants grow up in libraries 
and take their diploma and with it, so long as they have three years’ experience, their Fellow- 
ship, and few libraries as now provided have money enough to reward the successful ones 
immediately, if at all. Indeed, it could be argued that no English library has work which 
demands the services of 11 Fellows, if Fellowship means persons qualified by experience 
and on paper to control libraries. The answer is that the present Fellowship is merely an 


Vol. xl. No. 456 


‘ 

; 

a 
| 


2 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


examination certificate and does not imply any such managerial capacity. If Coventry has 
11 Fellows, how many have the whole of the libraries of the British Isles, and how many 
posts carrying a salary that a Fellowship should command exist? Of the latter, very few, 
and, as this is so, F.L.A. should be reserved for those who occupy positions of command 
only. This can be done by issuing the A.L.A. as the final certificate and reviving the Diploma 
as a separate document. 
* * * * * * 

A little goodwill and the A.A.L. can be saved—surely! If it wants to be saved. Its own 
leaders negotiated for it from the L.A. a most triumphant scheme ; a scheme which, while 
apparently one of absorption, practically changed the L.A. into the A.A.L. It involved, 
however, the disappearance of The Library Assistant, and here their leaders made a tactical 
blunder of the first order; the necessary two-thirds majority for agreement could not be 
secured among the assistants. They wouldn’t vote. These facts are simple. Surely the 
A.A.L. can go on being a section of the L.A. as at present, The Library Assistant surviving. 
Then, when the heats of debate and disappointment have cooled, the matter can be beaten 
out once more. In such a new work all parts of the Library Association—and not only the 
assistants—are involved. If all sides try to forgive the others, all may yet be well. 

* * * * * * 

Little has been said here or elsewhere about the new Scale of Salaries for [municipal] 
Chief Librarians put forth officially by the Library Association. It is based upon a con- 
sideration of the payments made to chief officers inall departments of the municipal service 
and is not based upon salaries actually being paid to librarians. This, for the time being, 
is its weakness, but will be its ultimate strength. It is the first attempt made in earnest by 
the profession to adopt Dr. Alexander Sandison’s advice to librarians to get rid of their 
inferiority complex. Hereafter librarians should advance this scale to their committees 
rather than circularize their equally ill-paid brethren. Committees may not adopt the scale 
at once; they may in time; and if they don’t, they may have the uncomfortable feeling that 
they are paying less than the sum the considered opinion of the profession has pronounced 
to be fair. 

* * * * * * 

Summer time sees a large number of provincial librarians visiting or passing through 
London. Most of them, it is hoped, include a call at Chaucer House in their programme. 
Welcome is always given to them in the Members’ Room, lunch or tea can be got there, and 
apart from the pleasant staff of the Association, one frequently meets there other librarians 
from all parts of the world. Chaucer House should increasingly become the rendezvous of 
librarians. 

* * * * * * 

It is early days yet, with the Scarborough Conference only a month behind, to talk of 
the next year’s one at Portsmouth. The change from North to South may be accompanied 
by a change of ideas, and to this many may contribute. Ideas rule conferences, and a con- 
ference committee is expected to produce them; but such a committee should be merely a 
reflection of ideas put forward by librarians at large. We have received this hint from a 
member of the Conference Committee who tells us the programme is under consideration 
and asks for suggestions. We pass on the chance to our readers. 

* * * * * * 


The annual report season is upon us, and the new tradition in report-writing is worthily 
maintained in the reports of Luton, Walthamstow and Southend, to mention only three just 
to hand. The three reports named show increased issues which are due to increased services 
or facilities, and a few others, in similar conditions, also show increases. In general, how- 
ever, public library issues have declined from about 3 to 10 per cent. as against the peak year 
of 1931-32, but most show increases on 1929-30, and great increases in the past decade. 
Abundant support continues for the view that issues were inflated in times of unemployment 
and tend to become normal in better industrial and commercial times. 
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Brown’s Subject Classification—New Edition 


SINCE our June number many letters have reached us expressing great interest in the new 


edition of Brown’s Subjeé Classification, now in preparation. 
published many new places have had to be found for additional subjeéts. 


below has been kindly supplied 
and will, we hope, assist other 


Since the First Edition was 
The list we print 
by Mr. George F. Vale, of Bethnal Green Public Libraries, 
librarians, who are actually using the scheme, to suggest 


necessary adjustments, as it is probable that librarians working independently of each other 


will not have agreed on locations. 


in due course be laid before Mr. 


Comments and additional lists will be welcomed and will 
James D. Stewart, the general editor of the work. 


ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS USED BY BETHNAL GREEN PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


A ooo includes General Knowledge 


637 includes Telephony 
645 See also C 072 
669 includes Sailin; 
672 Mode. 
687 See also B 829 
871 includes Foreign Legion 
9331 Tanks 
935 includes Arms 
o10 Coi 
O51 Continuous Current 
059 Accumulators 
061 includes Electric lamps 
064 Neon tube lighting 
071 Eleétric Bells 
072 Eleétric signalling 
141 See also C 061 
218 See B 369 
283 includes Internal Combustion 
285 includes Diesel 
288 Magnetos 
290 includes Oil Engines 
4001 Film Music 
509 Ear Training 
572 includes Sacred Songs 


Sacred Duets 


w 


117 » Story Telling C 639 Ukulele 

126 »  Handwork C 650 includes Piano player 

127 Evening Schools, Adult C 739 transferred to C 071 

133 includes Holiday Courses C 789 altered to Ballet Music 

444 Graphs D 103 See also O 044 

6271 Scraper-board D 133 Fiords 

684 includes Lettering D 266 includes Airships 

691 House and Ship Painting and Decoration D 2691 Rockets 

_ includes Scrumbling D 464 transferred to B o16 

800 a Bronzes D 478 But Tinplate D 670 ° 
809 = Colleéting D 484 includes Precious Metals and Precious 
903 BS Hobbies Stones 

036 eR Power D 630 Signalling in mines. See C 072 
142 Abrasives D 636 State Nationalization 

190 Model Machinery—Engines, etc. D 670 includes Tinplate 

221 includes Concrete D 708 i Colloid Solutions 

251 Science D o13° Compounds 

311 includes Reinforced Concrete D 926 a Petrol. Air 

3563 Dam 985 a Samian Ware 

359 includes Foremen, etc. 9861 Riveting, repairing pottery, etc. 
309 i Fireplaces 000.4 Nature Study 

430 a Praétical 058 transferred to G 025 

433 Bungalows 060 includes Bio-genesis 

408 »  Lombardic 064 transferred to G 050 

531 in Nationalization 065 G o50 

5603 Taxis 079 includes Sea-shore 

570 includes Cycles 105 See also 1 224 

573 Garages 152 » G 402 

603 pees a Industrial 600 transferred to I 224 

605 transferred to D 265 , 1 224 


719 See also 1 410 
735 transferred to I 886 
887 
917 ” » 1 887 


»» 1 224 

oor includes Anecdotes, Habits, etc. 
oro Animals in captivity 
Performing animals 
035 E 079 

043 Pets 

443 altered to Goldfish 

601 See also F 622 
G 004 includes Prehistoric 
G o20 But Divine K 336 
G 050 altered to Sexual QueStions 
G 096 includes White Slave Traffic 
G 113 Rearing of Children. See H 393 
G 241 transferred to H 6961 
G 400 includes Drugs, General 
G 453 - Botulism 
G 470 Poison gas 
G 547 includes Psycho-Therapy 
G 550 X-tay treatment. See also C 102 
G 644 includes Osteopathy 
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BROWN’S SUBJECT CLASSIFICATION—continued. 
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714 includes Worry 

7745 Defeétives 

787 includes Prohibition and Drink Question 
789 includes Opium 

952 See also H 552 

o12 Other diseases: Acidosis, Alkalosis 
300 includes Human Sterilization 
552 See also G 952 

627 Personal Beauty ; Beauty Culture 
628 Plastic Surgery 

696 Exhumation 

6961 Body Snatching 

716 includes Rings and Ball- punching 
720 includes Sports and Pastimes 
7351 Caving 

7551 Stoolball 

7671 Ice-hockey 

913 includes Snooker Pool 

914 Shove ha’penny 

922 Bridge, Auction 

9540 Escapes (Conjuring) 

9811 Ballets 

029 transferred to L 743 

100 a » F 810 

200 includes Flour 

224 ad Floriculture 

2241 Cut flowers 

330 includes Intarsia 

346 Passe-Partout 

531 Cutting 

532 Coats 

533 Trousers 

534 Vests 

535 Overcoats 

537 Ladies Tailorin, 

551 includes Transfer Papers and Quilting 
7131 Tobacco Jars 

813 Drinking 

886 Tea 

887 Coffee 

888 Cocoa 

896 Meat inspettion 

919 Sandwiches 

005 See also E 007 

013 includes Orthodoxy 

151 Psycho-analysis 

154 a Animism 

2925 Passive Resistance 

324 includes Aurelius and Epiéetus 
365 Bergson 

366 Eucken 

367 Hamilton 

383 Pragmatism 

500 Folk-lore 

575 Sea Serpents 
580 includes Supernatural Vampires 
336 Divine Personality 

046 includes Parish Registers 


047 Birth-rate 
Town Planning 
088 R 


ogi includes University Settlements 
101 includes Plutocracy 
Co-partnership 

Caree 


130 fs 
209 i 
242 » Bolshevism. See also S 044 


2422 Fascism. See also Q 643 
254 Labour Party 

255 includes Other Parties 
261 Nationalization 
274 transferred to G 103 

285 Referendum 

412 League of Nations 

433 Legislation 

7i2 transferred to L 717 

717 includes Land nationalization 
735 _ » Squires 

743 Enclosing. See also 1 o29 
740 Footpaths 

820 includes Company Law 


79 includes Health 

L Endowments 

M o11 transferred to A 683 

M rozr Literary Ethics, Forgeries, etc. 
M 103 includes Short Story Writing 
M 130 See also N 203 


M 540 Bat J 500T4 or Sagas 

M 673.9 Books in Esperanto 

M 674 Ido 

M 675 includes Basic English 

M 676 Interlingue 

M 740 See also M 750 

M o11 University Libraries 

M 960 includes Advertising, etc. 

M 972 Special Colleétions 

M 9721 Local Colleétion 

N 008 includes Foreign Texts (all classes) 
N 117 includes Carols 

N 200 Playwriting 

N 203 Censorship of plays and films 
N 220 includes Harlinquinades 

N 224 in Pasto 

N 230 » Children’s Plays 

N 241 includes The Theatre 

N 245 includes Play Producing 

N 313 Commonplace Books 

O 008 History: Philosophy, Study, etc 
O 044 includes Atlantis 

O 0941 Disasters 

O 261 Air Voyages 

O 531 includes Kenya 

O 7321 Jameson Raid 

oor Pacific Question 

100 altered to South Seas 

290 includes Far East 

482 » Russo-Japanese War 
4821 Sino-Japanese War, 1931-1932 
530 includes Malaya 

660-690 transferred to Biography X 
Q 030.222 Great War 

Q 105 includes Turco-Bulgarian War, 1912 


VU 


Q 118 Near East 

Q 261 includes Bedouins 

Q 365 ” Delphi {1921 
Q 432 a Tage Slavia Monarchs, Alexander, 


G L 

G L 

G L 

G 

G 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H Salesmanship 
H Capital Levy 
H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

Hi 

I 

I M 180 includes Speeches 
I M 328 Malayalam Language 
I M 512 Anglo-Norman Language 
I M 527 includes Language 
I 

I 

I 
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BROWN’S SUBJECT CLASSIFICATION—continued. 


Q 640 Modern Italy, 1796— U oggrt Sein Fein 
Q 758 Benedi& XV., 1914-1922 U 0492 Irish Free State 
Q 759 Pius XI., 1922- 471 Pickering 
131 includes Franco-German War 588 Norton 
142 Deschanel, 1920 664 includes Cotswold Hills 


143 Millerand, 1920-1924 7221 River Kennet 
144 Doumergue, 1924-1931 800 includes Suburbs of London 


145 Doumer, 1931-1932 838 Wandle 

146 Lebrun, 1932— 860 includes Forest of Essex 

401 Alsace-Lorraine 877 Hampton 

402 Dukes of Lorraine and Brabant 943 Spitalfields 

403 Strassburg 994 English Channel 
transferred to V 500 


404 Colmar 

495 037 altered to century 
4 etz 03 »” » I ” 
506 See also A 821RO 039 


508 includes Montparnasse 
Revolution 1931 

044 Revolution 1917 

045 I1917—I1924 


tury 
550 House of Stuart. See also V 025 
600 includes Commonwealth 
031 Klondyke 
143 Dr. Woodrow Wilson, 1913-1920 


8 


046 1924— 

1501 Polish Corridor QueStion W 144 Harding, 1920-1923 

326 Charles 1916—1918. See also S 428 W 145 Coolidge, 1923-1929 

340 includes Czecho Slavakia W 146 Hoover, 1929-1933 

356 Masaryk. President, 1918-1935 W 147 Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1933— 
357 Benes, 1935— W 525 includes Maya 

428 Republic, 1918— W gio oe Eskimos 

679 Wilhelm II., 1888—1918 W 922 Wrangel Island 


680 Revolution X 008 includes Painters and Sculptors 
681 Ebert X 040 u 
682 Hindenburg X 041 Scoundrels 


683 Hitler X 076 
786 Saar X 094 “ Heraldic Book Stamps 


890-895. See R 401 X 108 ve Baronage 


The Status of the Librarian 
By R. L. W. Couutson, F.L.A. (Deputy Librarian, Colchester Public Library). 

LipraRIEs are not a profit-making concern. If a town council were asked which of its depart- 
ments it would most willingly close down, it would probably reply—perhaps regretfully— 
the public library, because it ranks with the museum and the art gallery as an amenity and 
not a necessity. The town must have sanitary inspectors, it requires a town clerk to protec 
its interests, a treasurer will look after its finances and an engineer will ensure its water supply. 
At present the public library has no such claim that is valid in the eyes of the majority, because 
everyone makes use of the services of doétors, solicitors and engineers during the course 
of their lives, but many can go through life without possessing a single volume other than 
the Family Bible. Thus one concludes that libraries must make themselves essential or 
remain in prattically the same position as they are to-day. If libraries are to become a necessity 
to the majority of the population, attention must be paid to the following points—education, 
service and professional organisation. 

Our present system of professional education has both its advantages and disadvantages. 
When James Duff Brown wrote his classic of library economy, he probably did not realise 
what rods he was preparing for his successors’ backs. He did not know that of each chapter 
heading another librarian would write a book or perhaps two or three, nor did he foresee 
that each paragraph could be expanded again and again in the professional press in order 
to provide ambitious and/or conscientious librarians with stepping-stones to professional 
success. He could not have realised that he had presented so many points of interest—and 
contention—that five national periodicals could be supported in England alone, besides 
numerous local journals and hundreds of branch meetings. In faét, in writing a manual of 
library economy James Duff Brown shifted the primary interest of the librarian, in many 
cases, from books to the organisation and administration of libraries. 
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It is not uncommon therefore to encounter library assistants who possess a remarkable 
knowledge of the contents of books and yet who fail to pass the Library Association’s 
Intermediate examination. Again it is only too frequently that one meets capable 
administrators, cataloguers or classifiers who rarely read a book—or worse, who read hack- 
written literature intended for an illiterate population. It is not then surprising to find 
good business men running efficient systems from the point-of-view of routine, but inefficient 
from the point-of-view of book-selection. And it is small wonder that many librarians with 
an innate sense of books early leave a profession for which they are seemingly not qualified. 

In the syllabus which has now been postponed for another two years the Library 
Association had attempted to reétify this anomaly to some extent by introducing a new 
subjeét—* Library Stock and Assistance to Readers”—which was to give assistants a 
thorough knowledge of the contents of reference books. On the other hand, the syllabus 
extended over the long period of seven years, thus chaining the assistant down to a difficult 
and sometimes boring study of librarianship for the best period of his youth. 

Perhaps professional zeal has blinded librarians to the faét that they are dealing with 
books and men and women. Every library assistant at some time or another has been thanked 
effusively for finding information in some out-of-the-way book, but how many borrowers 
have expressed their admiration of the more complicated and subtle points of classification 
which are intended to give them such intuitive help ? Why should the study of books and 
their contents be relegated to a single portion of a course of study, coupled as it will be with 
two subjects requiring the utmost concentration—classification and cataloguing ? 

It is suggested, therefore, that the public are more impressed by a librarian’s knowledge 
of books than by his grasp of the finer details of a constantly-changing system of routine, 
and that if librarianship is to increase its Status it must increase the confidence of the general 
public by the unremitting study of every source of information. To this end, it would be 
necessary to cut down the existing syllabus to Routine, Classification and Cataloguing, 
Administration, Bibliography, and most important of all—the study of stock. In place of 
the present additions to this list it would be more suitable to substitute the necessity for 
the intermediate part of a degree, Arts or Science according to the type of library, which 
would increase the qualifications of the staff by a nationally-recognised standard. It is not 
suggested that students should necessarily complete the degree, but they would, for example 
in the case of Arts, possess a knowledge of English literature and one or two languages for 
which neither Matriculation nor professional examinations at present qualify them. 

The suggested syllabus given above could cover at the most three years, and could be 
taken after the Intermediate degree work had been completed, thus leaving the student free 
to gain an ever-increasing knowledge of the stock of the library in which he is engaged. 

A frequent source of complaint amongst both librarians and borrowers is the delegation 
of untrained juniors to all points of contact with the public. Juniors charge and discharge 
books, put them away, answer questions and deal with difficulties—often only in the last 
resort does a senior assistant appear on the scene. It is undoubted that the senior has enough 
work—classification, cataloguing, accounts or timetables—but many borrowers must go 
away unsatisfied for want of the very information which that senior assistant happens to 
possess. Cataloguing at least could be minimised by a national system on the Library of 
Congress model, but even such a long-overdue innovation would not set the seniors free. 
It is becoming increasingly clear that there are far too many junior and not enough senior 
assistants in most public libraries. No counter should lack a well-trained assistant at any 
hour of the day, and no reference library should be left in the sole charge of the latest addition 
to the staff. In faé it would probably be more satisfaétory to employ a smaller staff of qualified 
librarians than to preserve the present system of three untrained assistants to every partially- 
ot fully-qualified senior. 

It is difficult to maintain any pretence to a dignified status—let alone to try to increase 
it—when the public must usually deal with those who know least about librarianship, and 
it would be better to follow the example of the banks who put their most qualified assistants 
at the Counter to attend to a clientele whose custom they value. 
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Librarians constantly betray their profession by selling their qualifications too cheaply. 
A thousand personal considerations contribute to the faét that X, who is a Fellow of the Library 
Association, accepts a position at £150 a year, while Y, who is a ae 8s willingly takes his 
late chief’s job at a much lower salary rather than risk its being advertised. At the same 
time it is an (unwitting) betrayal of the status of the profession, and the strength of a united 
and determined Association is needed to prevent X and Y from under-rating themselves. 
The public have learnt to respeét architeéts and doétors by their unceasing vigilance in the 
matter of poor salaries, and a Library Association which will blacklist all inadequate salaries 
and forbid its members to accept them, will have won a great day for the profession. Why 
not allow town councils to appoint the cousins of councillors and the failures of other pro- 
fessions to their libraries ? They will soon tire of the unfriendly criticisms of visitors who 
come from good library areas. 

To increase the status of the profession it must be ensured that every librarian is a book- 
man first and foremost, that every assistant at a service point is fully trained to deal at once 
with the most difficult queries, and finally that the profession should stand firm in its insistence 
on adequate salaries for competent librarians. 


Status 
By S. G. Berrian, F.L.A. (Branch Librarian, Essex County Library, Chingford). 


Mr. LeyLanp has brought forward a topic which must be ever present in the minds of 
librarians inasmuch that in this present material age Status and salaries are so closely linked. 
Few of us who compare our standing with that of our colleagues in other municipal depart- 
ments can find cause for satisfaction, but in considering this problem it is wiser, as Mr. 
Leyland suggests, to take our wider Status as officers whose funétion it is to promote the 
general culture of the community. 

The most valuable source of information may be found in the public conception of 
our work. First of ali it cannot be denied that there is a striking lack of uniformity in the 
services provided by our libraries. Some are good, and too many are bad. In the former 
circumstance there is a higher percentage of readers than the national average, who are well 
served both by books and personal service and who consequently regard the staff as very 
necessary public officers discharging important advisory duties. Conversely a poorly- 
Staffed library merely encourages the opinion (spread so more quickly than its antithesis) 
that to obtain an interesting book is a matter of luck and that the staff are almost automatons. 
It follows therefore that if any improvement is to be made in our status nationally the back- 
ward libraries must be dealt with first in order that their stigma does not corrupt the reputa- 
tion of the whole. Following upon this it would be possible to fulfil that dream of every 
junior assistant—a national campaign to make the public library-conscious. We have 
“ Weeks” for this and that. Why not a Library Week ? 

Turning to the use of a reasonably efficient library, some useful data may be obtained 
by a little laboratory work on our friends and their attitude to our work. Some have never 
entered a library. Why? Apart from whatever personal advantage they may enjoy as our 
friends, they may, except for a daily paper and some popular magazines, just not read. As 
a section of the community it is much larger than librarians will perhaps admit. Fortunately 
the wider interest of modern educational methods should reduce this group as time goes on. 
Another reason for the non-use of the library is mere snobbishness, an objeétion which is 
given some justification by the low withdrawals standard observed by some libraries. Another 
non-user obtains books from his professional library and in the stress of swotting has little 
time for any other serious reading. Such reasons can be found in many cases, and it would 
appear better in our effort to improve our status to concentrate our attentions on the quality 
of the service and let the quantity take care of itself. 

First the library must be attraétive, a factor which can be achieved by good taste and not 
necessarily by lavish expenditure. To a public accustomed to the splendour of the local 
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cinema the dullness of the average library does not encourage a favourable first impression 
of its service however good that may be. This service must be to the individual reader and 
not to presumed groups of persons with identical tastes in reading. The easiest way to 
impress a reader is to get him the book he wants, and this is only possible if he is led to 
make his wants known. Often the more intelligent reader will hesitate out of sheer politeness 
to trouble a busy staff, a misplaced consideration which should be removed by the growing 
provision of the Readers’ Enquiries desks. Once the libraries have gained the reputation 
of supplying #4e book wanted instead of one chosen from the shelves, then the present hazy 
indifference to our work should be replaced by a recognition of this our primary funétion. 
It sounds very simple but how many of the public in and out of the library are aware of our 
claim to try and obtain any required book ? 

There seems therefore no golden key to improving our status other than quiet steady 
work with readers and their interests. Our profession can present no easily understood 
achievement in buildings or finance in the way that an engineer or a secretary can point to 
the world’s longest bridge or most comprehensive company, and in common with other 
cultural bodies we must wage a constant struggle with a public made lethargic by much 
modern amusement. It is to be hoped that the imminence of greater leisure and the growing 
discussion of affairs consequent upon world-wide problems will break this lethargy to our 
advantage. 

Finally the publication, not only to ourselves but to the general public, of a code of 
professional conduct and service would give a standard of evaluation which by its resultant 
criticism of existing facilities might do considerable good. 


Last Year’s Progress in the County Field 


By Marcarer Beattie (Bucks. County Librarian). 

THe year 1936 has shown a very considerable development of the county library service. 
Almost without exception the annual reports issued by county authorities show that at the 
beginning of the year their areas had already been covered, and that books were being supplied 
to every town and village, although frequently the number of books sent and the arrange- 
ments made for their storage and distribution were far from adequate. The development 
during the past year, therefore, has been almost entirely concerned with the improvement 
of existing facilities, and attention has been particularly focussed on improving the services 
in the urban areas. 

The most important recent development in the provision of branch library services to 
urban areas has been the partial or entire abolition of the differential rate. It was in February, 
1935, that the Kent County Council decided to meet all expenses on branch libraries, with 
the exception of rent or loan charges, from the general county rate, in the hope that this 
would lead to an advancement in the establishment of branch libraries, and would also make 
the administration and general control of these branches considerably easier. The change of 
policy seems to have had the desired effect, and although only one new branch has been 
opened in Kent during the past year, plans for new branch library buildings in other populous 
urban areas are well advanced. The new branch opened at Orpington is housed in temporary 
—* which have been adapted as a library, but land has been acquired for a permanent 

ibrary, and it is hoped that this will be ready for public use within two years. It is interesting 

to notice the changed attitude of the local councils towards branch library provision, and 
the emphasis which is laid, at their meetings, on the fact that the county council is prepared 
to help in meeting the costs of the branch library service from the county rate. Some months 
after the partial abolition of the differential rate in Kent the Tonbridge Urban Distri& Council 
decided to relinquish their library powers to the Kent County Council. The library was 
reorganised and a fresh stock of books sent from the county library headquarters. At the 
end of the first year it was reported that in every respeé the year had been a most successful 
and satisfactory one. During the year 4,889 readers registered, and the total issues reached 
128,782 as compared with 40,388 the previous year. 
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Lancashire was the first county authority to abolish differential rating wholly, and in 
November, 1935, at the County Library Conference convened by the Carnegie United 
Kingdom Trust, Mr. R. Irwin, County Librarian of Lancashire, announced that the 
County Council had decided to adopt flat rating in the hope that it would stimulate branch 
library provision, that it would give assistance to the poorer distri€ts by pooling their funds 
with those of the richer distri€ts, that it would greatly increase central control and administra- 
tion, and that it would have a favourable effect on the attitude of small independent authorities 
towards amalgamation. In this county, too, the adoption of flat rating seems to have had 
the desired effe&t, and a programme of branch library development has been planned, and is 
being put into operation as rapidly as possible. At the end of 1936 two small branch libraries 
were opened, one at Penwortham and the other at Carnforth. Both are new buildings of 
the one-room type, designed to serve a population of four to five thousand. They will be 
open for twelve hours a week, the Penwortham Branch being staffed from headquarters and 
Carnforth Branch from the existing Morecombe Branch. The adoption of flat rating and 
the progressive programme of development drawn up by the Lancashire County Council 
may have been the reason for the decision of two independent authorities who relinquished 
their library powers to the county council last year. In November the Urban Distri€& Council 
of Orrell, population 7,664, and the Parish Council of Waterloo, population 4,000, decided 
to give up their library powers from April 1$t, 1937. Plans are being prepared for the ereétion 
of branch libraries at both places at the earliest opportunity, and in the meantime temporary 
arrangements are being made for the provision of a library service. In neither case is there 
any existing building, both authorities having previously subscribed to a neighbouring 
municipal library. 

The results of this new policy of branch library provision are being watched with interest 
by county librarians in other areas, but county authorities are not in a hurry to follow the 
example which has been set them. During 1936 only three counties, Warwickshire, Hereford- 
shire and the West Riding of Yorkshire adopted flat rating. In Warwickshire differential 
rating was already in operation in Bedworth, Kenilworth and Solihull, but was discontinued 
from April 1$t, 1936. There is no programme of further branch library development in this 
county, but the Herefordshire County Library Committee have followed up the change to 
flat rating by proposals to provide branch libraries in all urban distriéts, and have given the 
two independent authorities in their area an opportunity of joining in the county scheme so 
that they may be included in this programme of development. The problem of branch 
library provision is particularly acute in the West Riding which has a large number of populous 
areas. The Twelfth Annual Report of the library states that an adequate library service will 
ultimately require regional branch libraries in some nine areas, branch library buildings in all 
areas with a large and concentrated population and equipped rooms for centres serving smaller 
populations. At the County Library Conference in November, 1935, the question of “ Library 
Provision in Populous Areas ” with particular reference to differential rating and the absorp- 
tion of small municipal libraries was fully discussed. The general opinion of the meeting 
appeared to be that flat rating is desirable and will eventually be reached, but until the services 
are more developed and more uniformly distributed over the whole of the library area it is 
more equitable and convenient to charge the cost of branch library services on the areas 
benefitting from them. It is questionable whether the time is yet ripe for the adoption of 
flat rating in the majority of counties. Where the county council is aétively interested in 
promoting the development of a planned library service throughout the county and with the 
provision of branch libraries in the towns, it is easier to carry through a definite schemeand to 
maintain central control by the levy of a flat rate. On the other hand, local authorities are 
in closer touch with local needs, and are frequently quicker to realise the demand for library 
facilities and to provide them by means of a differential rate. 

It is about eight years since Mr. E. Osborne, County Librarian of Derbyshire, first intro- 
duced his scheme of regional branch libraries, and read his paper on the subject which aroused 
so much controversy and criticism. The first experimental regional branch was opened at 
Heanor in Derbyshire the same year, and since then branches have been opened at Staveley 


rice, 
the 
lied 
nent 
nent 
‘ices 
s to 
ary, 
vith 
this 
e of E 
lous 
rary 
1ent 
ting 
and 
ured 
nths 
was & 
the 
sful 4 
hed 


10 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


and Alfreton. The system has proved very successful, and the annual report of the Derby- 
shire County Library for the year 1935-36 states that approximately half the total issue of 
books has been through the regional branches and the centres in their areas, although the 
population served by them is only ng Tea agn one-third of the total population in the 
county. The fourth regional branch library was opened in March 1936, at Chapel-en-le- 
Frith, the population of the urban area served by the branch being 5,000 and the population 
of the rural area 25,000. The distri€&t covered by the branch is the High Peak area which is 
difficult of access from the headquarters at Derby, and the new branch should greatly improve 
the services to the 30 villages in the area. Only two more branches are aoe to complete 
the regional scheme in the county. Regional branch libraries are now being provided in 
other counties and the establishment of branches in towns to serve both the urban and the 
surrounding rural populations is becoming an accepted canon of county library praétice. 

In addition to the new branch libraries already mentioned, branches in new or adapted 
buildings have been provided at the following places: Paignton and Kingsbridge (Devon- 
shire), Elloughton (East Riding, Yorkshire), Annan (Dumfries), Honley (West Riding, 
Yorkshire), Bushey (Herefordshire), Consett (Durham), and Tewkesbury (Gloucestershire), 
The branches are all very simple, and are mostly of the one-room type.. At Chapel-en-le- 
Frith rooms on the ground floor of the Town Hall have been well adapted for the purpose 
of a lending library and regional book store, and a children’s corner has been provided in 
the main lending library. This is the first time that children’s books have been provided 
at a branch library in Derbyshire. At Orpington shop premises have been adapted for a 
library, the adult lending library being on the ground floor and the children’s library on 
the first floor. 

Three independent library authorities, the Urban Distri& Council of Orrell and the 
Parish of Waterloo in Lancashire, and the Parish Council of Oakley in Buckinghamshire 
have relinquished their library powers to the respective county councils. At Oakley the 
library was dereli€&, no money had been spent on books for many years, and the rate levied for 
library purposes was spent on the upkeep of the Village Hall, a room of which housed a few tattered 
books. A colleétion of books is now sent from the county library headquarters. No urban 
areas have contracted out from county library schemes during: the year under review. Two 
authorities, the Urban Distri€& Council of Harrow, and the Urban Distri&t Council of Bognor 
Regis applied to the county councils of Middlesex and West Sussex respectively for a rescinding 
of the Libraries Aéts for their areas in order that they might become independent library 
authorities, but these applications were not allowed, the county authorities maintaining 
that they were able and willing to provide adequate library services in these distriéts. The 
Middlesex County Council have since drawn up a scheme of library provision for Harrow 
which has met with full approval. This provides for a combined Central Library and County 
Library Headquarters in a central position in the town, and for branch libraries on the 
communal plan in outlying distriés. The Ryde Town Council also considered becoming 
an independent library authority, but decided that they would receive a better service from 
the county library. There have been several cases where the services of independent libraries 
in small towns have been compared unfavourably with the county library services, especially 
where the county library headquarters is in the same town, but local councils are still reluctant 
to give up any powers to another authority, and would rather be satisfied with a bad service 
than sacrifice a jot of their authority. 

It is worthy of note that progress has not been confined to the larger counties, and 
developments in Herefordshire, Shropshire, and Bedfordshire call for special comment. 
The adoption of flat rating and of a programme of branch library development in Hereford- 
shire has already been mentioned. In addition an effort has been made to increase the stock 
of books at each centre to a minimum of 100, and increases were made to 60 centres in six 
months. New headquarters are also being provided, and the library rate for 1936-37 has 
been increased from 1}d. to 13d. In Shropshire the rate has also been increased in order to 
provide a substantially increased bookfund, the estimates allowing an expenditure of £1,973 
as compared with the very low figure of £675 for the previous year. The Bedfordshire County 
Council have approved proposals involving an increase of expenditure from £1,735 for 


1935-36 to £a,713 for 1936-37. 
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The year 1936 has brought about one important experimental extension of the county 
library services. In 1935, the Derbyshire Education Committee began informal discussions 
with the Secretary of the Carnegie Trustees and officers of the Board of Education with 
regard to the establishment of a School Museum Loan Colleétion. As a result the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust offered a grant of £1,200 towards the cost of establishing a museum 
circulating service in Derbyshire. The grant is intended for the purchase of equipment and 
for the preparation of specimens, the Education Committee propose to meet the cost of 
maintenance and the salary of a qualified officer, and the general administration and distribu- 
tion will be carried out by the county library. The Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees have 
also offered grants in the neighbourhood of {£1,000 each to any other authorities wishing 
to run experimental schemes, but only two or three schemes will be selected which give 
promise of yielding most useful results. 


No Statistical Report for 1935-36 has been issued during the past year by the County 
Libraries Seétion, and the only Statistics available are given in a brief table in the Library 
Association Record for November, 1936. This is, however, sufficient to indicate the progress 
which has been made. The expenditure figures show an encouraging increase. There are 
now 10 counties in which the expenditure is more than 6d. per head of population, the cost 
of the service being highest in the East Riding of Yorkshire where the expenditure is 8.9d. 
per head of population, and this is followed by Kent, with an expenditure of 8.45d. per head. 
There is also a general increase in the bookstock figures, and it is interesting to find that there 
are now only two English counties, Monmouth and Hampshire, with stocks of less than 25 
books per 100 of population, which was the figure recommended by the County Libraries 
Seétion of the Library Association in 1927, and only 9 English counties are below the minimum 
of 30 books per 100 later recommended in the Memorandum issued by the Carnegie United 
Kingdom Trustees. 


There is, however, still a great deal of room for development of the county services, and 
the Memorandum on County Libraries prepared by the Committee of the County Libraries 
Seétion and discussed at the Annual Conference at Margate sets out new minimum standards 
as a guide to county authorities. This Memorandum is sufficient to show that county 
librarians are far from satisfied with the existing services and that they intend to continue 
the Steady progress made since the inception of the schemes. The earlier Memorandum 
issued by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust has been very valuable in the development 
of county libraries to their present stage. The new Memorandum sets out minimum standards 
which are very much in advance of those in the earlier one, and considerably in advance of 
the present achievements in the county library service. It is to be hoped that it will be equally 
effehtive in bringing about still further developments. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear TRITON, 

Of course you have by now read and, I hope, digested, the zestful epistle which our old 
colleague, Eratosthenes, penned last month. Methought that he gave as truthful a —- 
of our Association’s Annual Meeting as could be indited. I very much liked his phrase, 
“and a large number of Committee men who will never get them, settling the examination 
policy of the Association.” 

On the other hand, my dear Triton, if we do not desire the said Committee men to 
exercise their vote, why the blazes are they at the Annual Meeting? We must not forget 
that they are in the long run the pay-masters. 

I often smile to myself, during Conference week, and again at the time when we settle 
our annual Estimates, when this subje& of the Committee man comes up. Only he is not 
generally called a Committee man. Almost always a dummy bogey is held before our eyes, 
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and that bogey bearing the name “ Chairman of the Finance Committee.” We hear that 
name every time a progressive measure is proposed—‘ The Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee will strike it out.” 
God bless our souls, Triton, the 
CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE CoMMITTEE Is Nosopy ! 


In faét he is the luckless wight who sits enthroned and counts the votes. Our plain and 
humble Committee men are the real paymasters. They do the proposing and they do the 
defeating. 

One day this summer I nearly choked to hear the members of my own Committee— 
15 strong out of a total council of 27 members—-sitting with every appearance of dismay 
saying that “‘ The Council will never pass this!” Bless their little hearts, if every man jack 
of the 15 had held up his hand in Council with the same alacrity as he held it up in Committee 
(of course I think, privily, they voted that way in Committee to tender me some consolation 
for robbing me of one of my dearest ambitions) no Chairman of Finance could have held 
the projeé back, being defeated by 15 votes to 12. 

Let us realise, Triton, that it is the Committee man we have to think about, to count 
upon, to cajole, to prod and to curse, and let us hear nothing more in the way of polite sneers 
about Committee men settling the examination policy of the Library Association, for the 
remedy is plain. If we don’t wish the assistants and the councillors to vote, then somehow 
cast anew the Association to rob them of voting powers. 

So soon after the Conference it is difficult to write on any other topic. I venture, there- 
fore, to enquire if we do the right thing by the suppliers who take valuable space for the 
purpose of displaying their 
WARES 
in the annual exhibition. I have often observed that the exhibition is either completely 
deserted—and I could give you some dates and times this year—or it is chock-a-block with 
buyers-potential, and the poor salesmen (and ladies !) are driven frantic wondering if they 
are casting away the pulp for the skin, 7.¢., are the men who are passing in front of the stall, 
and may never pass that way again all the week, to be hailed and stopped, in preference to 
continuing with the men actually at the stall. 

What do you think of the proposal that next year, daily in our Conference time-table, 
we reserve a period “ For inspection of the Exhibition.” The Teachers do it, and, I hear, 
with some genuine success and convenience both to seller and buyer. 

And again, Triton, I was much delighted to find that this year all delegates were presented 
with a 

PrECIS OF THE PAPERS. 
I have argued for that in season and out of season for several years. The précis was most 
useful, but I am afraid I shall still argue until we get the full text of the papers. As I have 
said before, if our friends the Baths Superintendents can do it the literary-minded librarians 
can do it at the gallop. 

In its way it was a sad conference, for many of the familiar faces were missing, and 
by the looks of things quite a lot more will be missing next year. Jast was a notable absentee. 
His booming voice and effective orator’s scowls used to delight me greatly. Not that he 
ever knew of my existence ! 

And now, hail and farewell. You are the better correspondent, and I shall rejoice to 

Vale ! 


read your reply. 
Hypra. 


[We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LerTERS ON Our AFFAIRS,” 
—Editor, Tue Lisrary Wor.p, 
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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
AND THE ADOLESCENT 


By Eric LeyLanp, F.L.A. (Wathamstow Public Libraries). With an Introduétion 
by G. E. Rogsuck, F.L.A. (Borough Librarian, Walthamstow). Demy 8vo, 
cloth, x. 204 pp. ros. 6d. net. 


Scope of the Work. 


This work deals with the importance of considering the adolescent 
as a separate class of borrower deserving special provision. It rapidly surveys 
the various factors that influence the growing youngsters and considers in 
detail the differences between them and the younger children. 


The alternative methods open to the Public Librarian who wishes to 
make special provision for those between the ages of fourteen and seventeen 
are discussed, and there are two chapters on the separate “ Intermediate ” 
Department and its routine. The manner in which psychological traits 
must affeét library provision is emphasised throughout, and the work is 
definitely intended for the practising librarian. 


The question of finance is fully considered, and practical suggestions 
with regard to this important matter are included. Book-selection is dealt 
with more from the practical point of view than the theoretical, and a Subje& 
List of 2,000 books suitable to the age is included in an Appendix. 


The chapter on Classification includes a simplified scheme intended to 
provide the adolescent borrowers with more advanced training, and the 
problem of cataloguing is also fully considered. Both these chapters include 
suggestions for explanatory pamphlets for the use of borrowers. Notes 


for a series of talks on the library which have been selected from those most 
successfully used by the author form a second Appendix. 


Contents. 


The Problem—the Child and the Adolescent. adolescent a few Ste farther than the 
The Psychology of the Adolescent. How it Children’s Library. taloguing methods 


: ae suitable to the age. 
must affeét Library Provision. Talks and Lea _ Within the Library and the 


The Alternatives. Provision within the Child- : : 
ren’s Library. Within the Adult Lending Adolescents. 
Library. The separate “Intermediate ” Exhibitions and displays. Suitable methods for 
Department. De older children. 

The * Intermediate partment in detail. The Intermediate Librarian. For anyone dealing 
Furnishing and equipment. Financial with adolescents. The talents sequiced 
considerations. Book-duplication. Routine Niotes for Talks. These deal with Beoks ond 
and administration. Reading, Library methods, etc. 

Book Seleétion for Adolescent borrowers. Subjeé List of Books suitable for Adolescents. 
Practical aspects. The necessity to attract Not including standard works that any 
youngsters to the library. librarian would naturally include. Contains 

Classification and Cataloguing. A simplified a majority of works either published or 
decimal scheme intended to advance the revised in the last few years. 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell St,, LONDON, W.C.1 
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Personal News 


L. Horn, Assistant, Whitehaven Public 
Library, to be Assistant-in-Charge, Brierfield 
Branch, Lancashire County Library. 

Stanley H. Horrocks, Branch Librarian, 
Paddington, appointed Chief Assistant, Pad- 
dington Public Libraries. 

William I. Dickinson has been appointed 
Junior Assistant at the Whitehaven Public 
Library. 


Library Topics 
The Editor of Tue Lisrary Worip would be glad if 

Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 

relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 

Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 

firft of each month. 

ALTRINCHAM.—The Bookcase, the maga- 
zine of the junior libraries, is an attraéctive 
little journal. The May issue has come to hand. 

BRENTFORD AND CHISWICK.—In the 
new number of Fordwick, the quarterly library 
journal, is an article by Arthur Hardy on 
* Historical and Period Novels,” besides the 
usual list of additions. 

BRIGHTON.—At the Public Art Galleries 
a memorial exhibition of the water-colours 
by the late David Wilson, R.I., R.B.A., and 
an exhibition of Sussex Inn Signs has been 
held from 19th June. 

BURNLEY.—The Young People’s Library 
has been re-organised and is now increasingly 
popular. In the june issue of the Library 
Journal is an interesting article on the English 
Lakes by Elizabeth Coxhead, and a good list 
of works on the lakes in the libraries. 

BURTON-ON-TRENT.—The June issue 
of the Bulletin gives a good list of new addi- 
tions to the Libraries. 

FINCHLEY.—Glancing through the May 
list of additions we are surprised to see in 
such a small list a work like Masters’ The 
Reciprocity Treaty of 1854. We wonder how 
many readers Finchley will find for it. 

FULHAM.—Fulham’s Book News is to 
hand again. 

HEYWOOD.—A note on the North- 
Western Regional System is given in the 
Heywood Library Qwarterly for June. It 
Strikes us as very useful national publicity 


to show to the readers of a library system how 
libraries are mutually assisting one another. 

KING’S LYNN.—Mr. Walter Dexter writes 
on “‘ Castleane, Pentney and some Viétorians ” 
in the May issue of The Reader’s Quarterly. 

LEEDS.—Three more leaflets giving the 
special value of the library service to particular 
trades are to hand from Leeds. These deal 
with the Shopkeeper and the Civil Engineer, 
and the Mechanical Engineer. 

LOWESTOFT.—A handy list of additions 
is now issued regularly. 

NOTTINGHAM.—The Spring issue of the 
Bulletin keeps up the high standard of previous 
numbers. This is now one of the best issued, 

ROTHERHAM.—An attractive booklet, 
Additions to the Lending Library, is to hand. 

ST. MARYLEBONE.—The Selected Liff 
of Recent Additions gives a very good seleétion 
of titles. 

SUNDERLAND. — At the Sunderland 
Public Art Gallery in May an exhibition of 
Camera Portraits: a selection from 1936-7 
London Exhibition of the Professional Photo- 
graphers’ Association was held. 

TODMORDEN.—In the new number of 
the Library Journal is an article on D. H. 
Lawrence. 

WORTHING. — At the Worthing Ar 
Gallery an exhibition of works by members of 
the Society of Sussex Painters was opened on 
sth June. 


Library Reports 
By Herpert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


BIRKENHEAD Public Libraries, Williamson 
Art Gallery and Museum.—Report for year 
ending March 318t, 1937. Librarian and 
Curator, R. W. Lynn. Population (est- 
mated), 149,400. Stock: Lending, 45,805; 
Reference, 28,416; Children’s Library, 
3,378; Branches, 24,045. Additions, 
9,630. Withdrawals, 9,325. Issues: 
Lending, 302,823 ; Reference, 28,613 ; Chil- 
dren, 51,090; Branches, 314,983. Bor 
rowers’ tickets in force, 25,537. Branches, 3. 
Reading centres, 2. 

A new high record in book circulation was 
reached in the year being reviewed. Steady progres 
was made in all departments, but the chief cause of the 


tem how 
other. 
er Writes 
torians ” 
erly. 
ving the 
yarticular 
deal 
ingineer, 


idditions 


ue of the 
previous 
t issued, 
booklet, 
hand. 

ted Liff 
selection 


nderland 
ition of 
| 1936-7 
1 Photo- 


mber of 


D. H. 


ng Art 
nbers of 


ened on 


liamson 
for year 
‘ian and 
nm (esti- 
45,805 ; 
Library, 
ditions, 
Issues: 
Chil- 
 Bor- 
ches, 3. 


ion was 
pro; 
se of the 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 15 


larger output was the new branch library at Upton. 
This latest addition to the syStem was opened in Sep- 
tember last with an initial stock of 8,000 volumes, and, 
although serving only a comparatively small popula- 
tion, met with remarkable success. The new building, 
of which this Report contains a piéture, is modern in 
every respect and has created a good deal of interest 
inside and outside the library profession. The total 
circulation from all libraries compared with the pre- 
vious year showed an increase of 65,598, of which 
figure 35,481 were works other than fiétion. 

Upton Library accounted for 59,174 of the increase. 

The issue of non-fiétion tickets has been nearly doubled 

during the past twelve months. Visitors to the William- 

son Art Gallery and Museum numbered 21,973 during 

the year. 
Luton Public Libraries.—Librarian’s Report 
for the year ending March 318t, 1937. 
Librarian, Maud E. Griffiths. Population 
(estimated), 90,000. Stock: Lending, 
45,695; Reference, 3,908. Additions, 
4,156. Issues: Lending, 312,201; Ref- 
erence, 16,239; Branches, 52,009. Bor- 
rowers’ tickets in force, 35,722. Branches, 2. 

Good progress has been made in many direétions 
during the year just closed. The circulation of books 
for home reading was the highest ever reached in a 
single year, the total being 21,448 more than in the year 
before. A noticeable increase in the number of books 
used in the Reference Library is also recorded. The 
result of the first year’s working of the Information 
Bureau has proved that there is a real need for a service 
of this kind. Good reports are to hand from the branch 
libraries and the service to the Bute Hospital. Land 
has been acquired for the erection of a permanent 
library building at Stopsley where temporary accom- 
modation has been successfully funétioning for some 
considerable time. Four extra junior assistants have 
been added to the Staff, thus allowing for a new time- 
sheet, with lessened hours of duty, to be put into 
operation. 

Upper Norwoop Joint Library.—37th Annual 
Report for the year ending March 318t, 
1937. Librarian, Dorothy S. Owers. Stock : 
Lending, 21,527; Reference, 2,004. Addi- 
tions, 2,442. Withdrawals, 2,502. Issues: 
Lending, 161,761; Junior, 26,717; Refer- 
ence, 16,777; Junior Reference, 10,415. 
Borrowers’ tickets in force, 6,242. 

The Library at Upper Norwood is the joint 
property of the Boroughs of Croydon and Lambeth, 
and is controlled by a committee nominated by each 
of the Councils. The year under review was made 
notable by the opening of a new Junior Lib and 
Leéture Hall by the distinguished novelist, Mr. A. E. W. 
Mason. The young people in the distri& have not 
been slow in recognising the value of their new posses- 
sion, and a busy five months has been experienced. A 
children’s reading circle has been formed in addition 
to the Story hours which have been in operation for 
some time. The adult lending library has been re- 
organised, greater accommodation being provided for 


both readers and staff. An increase in the issue from 

this department amounted to 3,147, and proves the 

wisdom of the re-arrangement. This Report contains a 

photograph of the re-modelled lending library and also 

one taken at the opening of the new junior department. 

WaLtrHaAmstow Public Libraries and Museum. 
—Annual Report, 1936-1937. Borough 
Librarian and Curator, George E. Roebuck, 
P.L.A. Population (estimated), 135,000. 
Stock: Lending, 79,204; Intermediate, 
7,184; Reference, 8,343; Schools, 21,422. 
Additions, 11,153. Withdrawals, 7,053. 
Issues: Lending, 486,362; Intermediate, 
62,278; Reference, 24,022; Branches, 
310,340; Schools, 165,391. Borrowers’ 
tickets in force, 44,720. Branches, 2. 

The authorities at Walthamstow have every reason 
to be gratified with the result of the year’s working of 
the library system. A book circulation of well over a 
million volumes; nearly 3,000 new tickets issued ; 
over 11,000 new additions to Stock, these are the main 
causes for gratification. The circulation was the 
largest ever in the history of the libraries, and repre- 
sented an increase over the year previous of 161,902. 
The Hale End Branch Library, which has become a 
most popular and busy unit, was responsible for 30 
per cent. of the increased membership of the libraries. 
The Committee decided to discontinue the charge for 
enrolment of readers and the admission of non-resident 
employees as borrowers from the libraries. Further 
expansion of the library system includes the eSstablish- 
ment of a branch library in the Wood Street area and 
new premises and extensions of the school libraries. 
Two exhibitions of the art treasures presented to the 
Borough by Mr. Frank Brangwyn were arranged at 
the Old Reétory House and attraéted considerable 
attention. Reproduétions of four of the panels by 
Mr. Brangwyn, which are in future to adorn the new 
Town Hall, are included in this Report. 


The Librarians’ Guide to 
New Editions 


By Frep Bartow. 

Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 

Camo (F. J.) Book of the B.S.A. Ed. 8. 

1937. Pitman. 2s. 

The scope of this edition is limited to models of 
the last three years and a few chapters not absolutel 
bearing on B.S.A. motor cycles ~ been omitted. 
These include Foreign Touring, Buying and Selling 
Secondhand Cycles, etc. 


| 
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GARDNER (Helen) Art through the Ages: 
an introduétion to its history and signifi- 
cance. 1936. Ed. 2. Bell. rss. 

The edition of 1926 has been extended and altered 
in many ways, chief of which is the increase in the 
number of illustrations. Much of the text has been 
te-written and entirely new material on Modern Art, 
Baroque, and Russian Medieval Art has been added. 
The format of the book has been considerably improved. 
Grecory (A.) The Art of Woodworking and 

Furniture Making. Ed. 3. 1937. Dryad 
Press. 7s. 6d. 

The text of the 1929 edition was revised in 1935, 
when a number of new examples was incorporated 
and further information on the working of plywood 
given. Now further examples and illustrations make 
the book some fifty pages longer than the first edition. 
(PF. T.) The Materials of Aircraft. Con- 

struction for the designer, user and student 
of aircraft and aircraft engines. Ed. 2. 
1937. Pitman. 20s. 

First published in 1933 and revised the following 
year. The scope and arrangement of the present volume 
is the same as in the first edition, but the text is some 
sixty pages longer. From page four onwards much 
of the text has been re-written and almost every chapter 
extended. A new appendix sets out the materials 
suitable for the construction of typical aircraft and aero 
engine parts. 

Hiscox (W. J.) and Price (J. R.) Faétory 
Administration in Praétice. Ed. 4. 1937. 
Pitman. 8s. 6d. 

Each successive edition has seen some amplifica- 
tion of text and the new material in the present revision 
covers the subje& of wage incentives. 

Jenkinson (Hilary) A Manual of Archive 
Administration. Ed. 2. 1937. Lund 
Humphries. 12s. 6d. 

The scope and exposition of Archive Theory 
remains much as in the edition of 1922, but more atten- 
tion has been paid to the small praétical matters—the 
result of greater knowledge acquired during the last 
fifteen years. Part two is extended by some twenty 
pages, and the seétion on War Archives has been 
absorbed into other seétions. There are changes in 
the appendices. 

Moore (Stephen S.) The School Band Book. 
Ed. 2. 1936. Nelson. 3s. 6d. 

The edition of 1932 is now extended by some 
twenty pages. There are two new chapters —— 
work in Junior, Senior and Secondary Schools, an 
the number of scores has been doubled and divided 
into four groups. 

Moror Reparr Manuat. Ed. 7. 1937. 
Temple Press. 2s. 6d. 

Such revision of this manual in the present edition 
is intended to extend the scope of work that can be 
carried out by the more advanced amateur, 


Ramsay (A. S.) Dynamics. Part II. 1937, 
eye. 

The claim for this book to be considered as a 
revised edition is that it draws considerably upon 
Besant’s Treatise on Dynamics which was published more 
than fifty years ago. 

SADTLER (S. S.) Chemistry of Familiar Things, 


Ed. 7. 1937. Lippincott. 15s. 

Each successive edition since 1914 has seen new 
matter added. To the sixth was added a chapter on 
Rayon and now a new chapter of some twenty pages 
deals with the chemistry of photography from the 
layman’s viewpoint. There has been revision of the 
old text where necessary. 

SuMNER (Capt. P. H.) Aeroplanes and Aero 
Engines. Ed. 2. 1937. Technical Press, 

With the exception of the historical introduétion 
of some twenty pages the greater part of this book has 
been re-written, much obsolete material omitted and 
the new material brings it into line with modern 
British practice, without, though, becoming a technical 
treatise. There are many new illustrations. 

Warp Lock & Co. The Complete Scot- 
land. Ed. 2. 1937. Ward Lock. 7s. 6d. 

The present edition does not differ from that of 
1933 in size or scope and revision is mainly confined 
to matters of detail. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL. 


BARDEN (Berthan R.) Book Numbers. A 
Manual for Students with a Basic Code of 
Rules. Chicago, A.L.A. 45€c. 

This little guide to the numbering of the books on 
the library shelves will be found concise and useful. 
Every Student of library methods should have access 
to it. A seleé bibliography is given. 
Boox-Auction Recorps, Vol. 34. Part 2. 

Stevens, Son & Stiles. 30s. net per annum. 

The current of the ever-welcome B.A.R. 
contains records of 3,171 books, including those from 
the Moss Library and the library of Lord Aldenham. 


SCHOOLS, 1937. 14th edition. Truman & 
Knightly. 2s. 6d. net. 


This edition has several new features and will fill 
every need when parents are taking the momentous 
decision of choosing the right school for their boys and 
girls. On pp. 198-99, the publishers give an offer of 
service in making a seleétion which we feel sure parents 
will welcome. Here in any case is the most up-to-date 
information possible on the subjeét. The book runs to 
some 800 pp. and contains good indexes, 
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GENERAL. 

Axetey (Mary L. Jobe) Restless Jungle. 
Illus. Harrap. tos. 6d. net. 

Mrs. Akeley, who is the wife of a famous explorer 
as well as an explorer in her own right, has had many 
adventures in the jungle. In this book she recounts 
the adventures which befell her on her latest trip under- 
taken for the American Museum of Natural History. 
Being held up by mating lions, playing with thirty 
baby elephants, and photographing hippos at close 
quarters are among the incidents in this book, which 
is illustrated by some excellent photographs. 
Barton (Margaret) Tunbridge Wells. Illus. 

Faber. 15s. net. 

The story of Tunbridge Wells during the three 
centuries of its life as an important faétor in the social 
life of England, is a fascinating story. Many famous 
figures have played their parts against the colourful 
background of “ the Wells,” Waller and Sacharissa, 
Beau Nash, Mrs. Montague, Dr. Young, and many 
others. Miss Barton tells the story well and her book 
throws much light on out-of-the-way aspects of the 
social life of England. 

Burrs (Mary) The Crystal Cabinet. My Child- 
hood at Salterns. Frontis. Methuen. 
10s. 6d. net. 

Admirers of Miss Butts’ novels and other work 
will read with especial interest this account of her early 
years, covering her childhood in Dorset and her school- 
days at St. Andrews. The year she left school, she 
says at the close of the book, was a year of “ almost 
incredible release.” The tragedy of her death unfor- 
tunately may deprive readers of the continuation of 
this absorbing autobiography. 

CamMaAeErts (Emile) The Laughing Prophet. 
The Seven Virtues and G. K. Chesterton. 
Illus. Methuen. 8s. 6d. net. 

The seven virtues which Mr. Cammaerts attributes 
to his old friend are Faith, Hope, Charity, Wisdom, 
Innocence, Justice, and Courage. A true and final 
eStimate of CheSterton’s greatness has yet to be made, 
but when it comes to be done this book will prove of 
great service in clearing up some of the difficulties 
which his charaéter presents. 

CurystaLt (R. Neil) Inseéts of the British 


Woodlands. Foreword by Sir Roy L. 
Robinson, O.B.E. Illus. Warne. 7s. 6d. 
net. 


An elementary treatise on the inseét life of the 
British woodlands, originally planned for students 
in the training schools for foresters and found so much 
in demand that it has been issued in popular form at 
a popular price for the general public. Technicalities 
have been avoided where possible, the language is 
simple and clear and the illustrations full and helpful 
Safely to be recommended. 

Cores (K. Adlard) Sailing and Cruising for 
the small boat owner. [Illus. Batsford. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A book for the beginner as well as the experienced 
a both of whom will find in it much to in- 

terest them, The various advantages of different types 


of boats are discussed, and the arts of sailing and navi- 

gation are fully expounded. And although the book 

only contains 120 pages it has a wealth of information, 
and 10; illustrations add enormously to its value. 

Corey (Hilda M.) Our Heritage of Fruits. 
Illus. Lutterworth. 7s. 6d. net. 

This charming book with 32 full- “page coloured 
illustrations describes the English edible fruits, some of 
them grown in hothouses and the larger number 
ripened out of doors. The work is divided into two 
main classes, Juicy Fruits and Dry Fruits. This is 
perhaps the only popular book of the kind giving a 
short life-history of our common fruits. 

FEIBLEMAN (James) Christianity, Communism 
and the Ideal Society. A Philosophical 
Approach to Modern Politics. Allen & 
Unwin. 12s. 6d. net. 

This book covers a wide field but the author 
writes in a clear manner and the reader should be able 
to follow his ideas without difficulty. After discussing 
the fallacy of nominalism and the viewpoint of what 
he calls “ axiologic realism,’ he considers the parts 
which Christianity, Communism and Science, play in 
moulding the formation of society. And finally he 
considers the possibility of an ideal society. 

FLoyp (Michael) The Face of Ireland. Illus. 
Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

Dividing Ireland roughly into six areas the author 
describes the scenery which will be found in each of 
them. All those who contemplate holidaying in Ireland 
should take this book with them, for it will tell them 
just where to go to get the best view, and what is worth 
seeing in any distriét. The illustrations are good and 
plentiful and there is a large folding road map. 

Giss (Andrew Dewar) Scottish Empire. 
Illus. and maps. Maclehose. 12s. 6d. net. 

England has always prided itself on being a race 
of Empire builders, but A w- reading this book one is 
inclined to think that most of the honour should go 
to Scotland. For she has provided some of the most 
illustrious pioneers of Empire, such as Mungo Park, 
Alexander Mackenzie, Lord Dalhousie, and many 


others. 

Jerson (R. W., Editor) New and Old Essays, 
1820-1935. Frontis. Longmans, Green. 
38. 6d. net. 


From Washington Irving, via Lamb, Dickens, 
Henry James, Samuel Butler and Sir Leslie Stephen, 
to Galsworthy and Father Ronald Knox, the reader is 
led on a pleasant journey through the realms of 
humour and wisdom, learning to know, as he reads, 
the personalities of his various guides. An excellent 
compilation. 

KINGSLAND (William) The Gnosis of Ancient 
Wisdom in the Christian Scriptures ; or The 
Wisdom in a MyStery. Allen & Unwin. 
ros. 6d. net. 

This is the last work of the late William Kingsland 
and is published under the auspices of the Kingsland 
Literary Trust which is com of the Council of 
the Blavatsky Association. In it he shows how the 
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founded on the Gnosis or Ancient Wisdom, that body 

of knowledge which was only revealed to the Initiates, 

and is common to the sacred | Necnoneae of many nations. 

Le1GH-BENNETT (E. P.) The Other Man’s Job. 
Allen & Unwin. ros. 6d. net. 

For those who like to see other people at work 
and enjoy an easy feeling that (in most cases) they could 
do the job better themselves, here is the book in a 
thousand. The description of the Post Office in busy 
hours, the chapter on Paris depressed, London by 
night, scenes in the railway enquiry offices, and other 
—_ of busy life, afloat and ashore, make entertain- 


ag M.) Patchwork Old and New. 
Illus. “‘ Woman’s Magazine” Office. 


38. 6d. net. 

The first of a series entitled “‘ The Woman’s 
Magazine Handbooks.”” Miss Miall’s book contains 
an interesting account of a fascinating branch of needle- 
work, which is = simple to do but at the same time 
is produétive of most decorative and useful results. 
Mt RSELL (James L.) Streamline Your Mind. 


Watts. 5s. net. 

Prattical advice from a working psychologist, 
to the man in the street. The author gives many sound 
tips on how to train your memory, learn a 
acquire physical skill, and generally make the of 
your natural talents. 

NeaveE (Dorina L.) Remembering Kut. 
Frontis. Barker. 12s. 6d. net. 

Readers should not be put off by the jingoistic 
blurb on the wrapper of this book, for it is worth 
reading. It is in a colleétion of accounts by sur- 
vivors of the siege of Kut, and the events which took 
place afterwards. Incidentally the siege is described 
on the wrapper as ““ the most terrific muddle in history,” 
thereby ousting from this doubtful eminence the Charge 
of the Light Brigade which has hitherto held it un- 


challenged. 
Nico.son (C. B.) England’s Greater Churches, 
A Piétorial Survey. Batsford. 3s. 6d. net. 

A well-produced and interesting pi€ture book of 
some of the chief archite€tural glories of our cathedrals 
and churches. Not only are there views of the larger 
features of the buildings but also of the details of carv- 

and sculpture, and of the monumental effigies, 
these are particularly worthy of note. 
Patrick (George Advanced Russian 

Reader. Pitman. 6s. net. 

A seleétion of longish extraéts for more advanced 
Students of the Russian language. They have been 
chosen not only for their grammatical and Stylistic 
value but also ans the light they throw on Russian 


history and 

Pee. (Albert) and Marriorr (J. A. R.) 
Robert Forman Horton. Illus. Allen & 
Unwin. tos. 6d. net. 

A sympathetic and admiring memoir of the great 
free churchman who was for so many years well known 
in Hampstead as the pastor of the Lyndhurst Road 
Church. Every sphere of his life’s activity is fully dealt 
with, his scholastic literary and religious achivements 
ate all described and the book is a model bio a 
of a man who might well serve as a model for o 


Puiiurps (Walter J.) and Niven (Frederick) 
Colour in the Canadian Rockies. Illus. 
Nelson. 12s. 6d. net. 

A pleasantly discursive account of the Canadian 
Rockies, illustrated by the magnificent water colours 
of Mr. Walter Phillips, which give a vivid impression 
of the riot of colour peculiar to this distri&. 
PorTMANN (Prof. Adolf) The Beauty of 

Butterflies. With an Introduction by Julian 
Huxley. Twelve colour plates from Nature. 
Batsford. 5s. 6d. net. 

The charm of this work lies in its beautiful colour 
plates, representing as they do a real achievement in 
colour printing. The short accompany ying text is also 
of great value. Published in the “ Art and Nature in 
Colour ”’ Series. 

Ripuey (F. A.) Julian the Apostate and the 
Rise of Christianity. A Study in Cultural 
History. Watts. 15s. net. 

The Emperor Julian has been branded for posterity 
with the name of A te and it has been a case of 
giving a dog a name. Mr. Ridley shows that 
although he opposed Christian a he was at the same 
time a great ruler and the introducer of many theories 
which are Still held in high esteem. 

Roserts (Michael) The Modern Mind. Faber. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Michael Roberts has already made a name for 
himself as a poet and a critic; here he has branched 
out into philosophy. Starting with a consideration of 
the md of Roger Bacon, is lead by interesting 
Stages to consider the position of modern thought. 
Stimulating and provocative. 

RorHery (Agnes) Denmark. Kingdom of 
Reason. Illus. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

A companion volume to the author’s “ Sweden ”’ 
and “ Finland,” written in the same pleasant manner. 
Miss Rothery manages to convey an immense amount 
of information on a oe. political, economic and cultural 
aspects of the country without boring the reader. The 
op oy are numerous but they are not improved 

y being printed in sepia on a very creamy paper. 

Russet, (Archer) Gone Nomad. Twenty 
Years’ Vagabond Wanderings in Three 
Continents. Illus. Australia, Angus & 
Robertson ; (London, Australian Book Co.). 
7s. 6d. net. 

For twenty years the author has been a wanderer, 
Starting in Australia then in Asia and finally in Africa. 
His accounts of Sng cad Eating and -gouging in 
Australia and trading vw hn all part of the 
world are well worth reading 
SHaw (W. A., Editor) Three Inventories of 

the years 1542, 1547 and 1549-50 of Pictures 
in the Colle€tions of Henry VIII. and Edward 
VI. Allen & Unwin for the Courtauld 
Institute of Art. 3s. net. 

Number 1 of a series of monographs entitled 
“Courtauld Institute Texts for the Study of Art 
History” which are intended to form a supplement 
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to the Qwellenschriften series founded by Rudolf 

Eitelberger. The three inventories are printed in 

parallel columns to show their relationship with one 

another. 

Trotsky (Leon) The Revolution Betrayed. 
What is the Soviet Union and where is it 
going? Translated by Max Eastman. 
Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

The publishers claim that this book is not only 
one of the most important, but also one of the most 
readable books about contemporary Russia. It is 
certainly readable; Trotsky writes with a vivid pen 
and is a master of subtle abuse and satire. And in so 
far as it is by Trotsky the book is also important, but 
whether we can agree with all his conclusions is quite 
another matter, and readers may find him a little too 

lausible. 

AN DEN BerGu (Prof.) The Universe in Space 
and Time. Translated by Joan C. H. 
Marshall and Th. de Vrijer. Illus. Cassell. 
12s. 6d. net. 

Starting from first principles the author gives a 
clear piéture of the universe and the relations which 
exist between the sun, moon, Stars and the earth. The 
theories of Einstein and the latest discoveries of other 
scientists are discussed in so far as they come within 
the scope of the book. It may be safely recommended 
as a guide for those who wish to know something of 
that greater world, in which our earth is only a speck. 


FICTION. 
ANDERSON (lain F.) The Commerce Patrol. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 


An unusual story of adventures at sea. Maxwell 
and Maclean were chosen to command the first Com- 
merce Patrol Ship, which operated off the Hebrides 
and was instrumental in detecting many crimes of 
smuggling, sabotage and even murder at sea. The 
author knows his background and he knows the sea, 
and his book has an authentic flavour. ‘ 
Barren (H. Mortimer) Red Ruff. The Life 

Story of a Fox. Illus. Chambers. 3s. 6d. net. 

The hero of this wild life Story is Red Ruff, an 
average fox whose adventures are of the average fox- 
kind, but the writer is sincere and the book makes 
excellent reading. The illustrations are from photo- 

raphs. 
ELLAIRS (Pearl) The Cups of Alexander. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A romantic adventure Story of a search for hidden 
treasure in Persia. Philip Guthrie and Julian Ormond 
are the leaders of rival expeditions, and Lynne, Julian’s 
sister, loves Guthrie, but cannot forgive him for treat- 
ing her brother badly. When at last she realises that 
her brother deserved all he got, she is able to forget 
her past resentment and all ends happily. 
Brxns (Ottwell) In the Flashlight. Ward, 


Lock. 35. 6d. net. 


A Straightforward tale in which love and mystery 
play an equal part. Margaret remains faithful to her 
missing lover, Noel, but is about to marry CarSton, 
an unscrupulous millionaire, to save her father’s 
honour, -when Noel returns. His behaviour is 


suspicious and she scorns him. However all comes 

right in the end, and the villain, having photographed 

himself committing a murder, proceeds to commit 
suicide, and Noel and Margaret are happily married. 

CAMERON (Caddo) Rangers is Powerful Hard 
to Kill. Ward, Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

They certainly are, but they aren’t afraid to do 
their fair share of killing other people. From the 
moment when Rangers Badger and Blizzard come into 
Casota with two dead men across their saddles on the 
first page of this book, to the time when blood oozed 
through their moccasins, on the last page but one, they 
are hard at it doling out death and Santen. 
CHAPMAN (Marion) The Loves of Goya, 

Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A semi-fictional biography of the life, particularly 
the love life, of the famous Spanish artist, Goya. Painted 
in vivid colours with a wealth of romantic language, 
this Story will appeal to all the lovers of the picturesque 
and flamboyant. 

Corsetr (James) Rendezvous with Death. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A somewhat improbable thriller centring round 
the death of a shady financier and the subsequent 
suicide of the various members of the group with 
which he was associated. Inspector Trench is rather 
slow in getting on the trail, but the evidence again& 
the wrong man certainly looked damning. 

Cu.tey (Christopher) The Green Mountain 
Murders. Ward, Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

The old cow-town of Alto was a quiet enough 
place until the mining boom, but then things began 
to hum and there was a wave of crime. Billy McCoy 
and Abe Klein determine to put an end to it, which 
they do, eventually, after plenty of shooting, hard 
riding and other excitements. 

Dejean (Georges) Who Killed Lord Brixham ? 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A deteétive Story by a French author. The plot 
is Dg but the atmosphere is not very satisfactory 
and the book a little difficult to read. 
Gask (Arthur) The Master Spy. Jenkins. 

7s. 6d. net. 

The work of a wonderful Master Spy was begin- 
ning to worry the heads of departments, and the 
Secret Service dragged Gilbert Larose in. It was a 
change for him, but his methods worked as usual and 
he got his man. 

Gurr (T. Stuart) The Third Spring. Australia, 
Angus & Robertson; (London, Australian 
Book Co.). 6s. net. 

A tale of love and adventure in the South Seas. 
The author knows his country and creates a convincing 
atmosphere, in which his characters play out their 
deStinies. Heinecken, the trader, who is also a secret 
service agent fleeing from justice, Ezra Neale, the 
fanatical missionary, and Dr. Braddock, to say nothing 
of Neale’s young wife, are characters which will not 
soon be forgotten. 
Haywarp (Richard) 

Barker. 7s. 6d. net. 

An unusual love story set among the peasantry 

and farmers of Northern Ireland. Hannah, the heroine, 
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goes as housekeeper to Robert Dunseith, a prosperous 

widower, and soon comes to adore him and his daughter 

Rhoda. But through the machinations of Rosie, by 

whom Robert is infatuated, she is turned out and finds 

happiness elsewhere. 

Hix (Grace Livingston) April Gold. Lippin- 
cott. 7s. 6d. net. 

Thurlow and Rilla Reed were left destitute on the 
death of their father, and had to leave their old home 
and go and live among the poor of a great city. Here 
they rapidly become loved by all their neighbours, and 
after Struggling with great difficulties eventually find 
lasting happiness. 

Howarp (Robert E.) A Gent from Bear 
Creek. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Breckinridge Elkins is a great sport. From the 
Start he throws most of the members of the McGraw 
family out of the window because they plan to marry 
off Gloria to someone she doesn’t love and he wants 
to marry her himself. Then he goes roaring through 
the towns of the cow-country, meeting adventures at 
every turn. A rollicking Story i 
Jepson (Edgar) The Theft of the Crown Jewels. 

Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Jepson, having found quite a plot, and 
having it in his best light has 
written an eminently readable story. What a blessing 
that Mr. Jepson’s sense of humour saves him from 
writing thrillers ! 

Kevurner (D. T.) Pistol Apostle. Ward, 
Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

A WeStern of the wildest and woolliest West in 
which there are only hombres with bronkes and smoke- 
poles, instead of men with horses and guns. When 
you have learnt the language you will probably find it 
quite entertaining. 

Lone (E. Laurie) A Cumsha Cruise. Ward, 
Lock. 35s. 6d. net. 

MyStery after myStery pursues the passengers on 
the “ Wulf,” and Lizzie, the Stewardess, who has come 
back to her old ship for the cruise, takes a special hand 
in solving them. A tale with a sea-zest and plenty of 
excitement. 

Ritey (W.) The Sixpenny Man. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Joseph Tanner, the hero of this story, k a 
sixpenny second-hand bookstall in the Market Hall. 
He is a bit of a philosopher and tries to teach Mary 
Armstrong, who has a needlework Stall, his views of 
life. Mary’s sister, Jane, is second assistant in the 
Women’s Seétion of the Reference Department of the 
local public library, and, incidentally, tells Mary that 
“ there are occasions when it would give me great joy 
to have my fingers on the velvety neck of my old cat 
of a boss.” Librarians will know that Jane must not 
be regarded as a typical example of the profession. 


JUVENILE. 


Vate (George F.) London Fairy Tales. 
Illus. 2s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Vale, whose little work on Old Bethnal Green 

will be remembered, has written six Stories, some of 


them well-known, others of a less familiar aspeé, 
dealing with the historical legends of the — The 
book is clearly written in an attractive Style and the 
illustrations add to its attraétiveness. A charming 
gift book for the little ones. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
BULLETIN of the American Library Association, 
June, 1937.—CARNEGIE UNITED KINGDOM 
TRUST, Twenty-Third Annual Report.—DECORA- 
TION, June, 1937.—THE LIBRARIAN, June, 1937. 
—THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, Annual Report. 
—THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, June, 
1937.—THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, June rst, 1937.— 
MORE BOOKS, the Bulletin of the Boston Public 
Library, June, 1937—THE SCHOOL LIBRARIAN, 
March, 1937.—SCIENCE PROGRESS, July, 1937.— 
WILSON BULLETIN for Librarians, June, 1937. 


Correspondence 
22nd June, 1937 
The Editor, THE Lrprary Wor 
Sir, 
THE EDUCATION IMBROGLIO. 

Before the Scarborough Annual Business 
Meeting the chairmen of the L.A. Council 
and Committees met to consider Mr. 
Lamb’s motion. Without notice I, as one of 
the chairmen, was asked to attend. It is 
implied that at this meeting we came to a 
decision, and that I went back on it at the 
Business Meeting : in other words, I “‘ deserted 
my colleagues.” (See L.W., pp. 259 and 261.) 

The charge is untrue. Who called the 
meeting I don’t know. Its purpose evidently 
was to arrange a peace, or to reach an accom- 
modation, if possible. For over an hour Mr. 
Gordon, Chairman of the Council, Mr. Sayers 
and I urged that Mr. Lamb’s motion be 
accepted. Mr. McColvin and Mr. Gurner 
Jones did not wish to take this, the only 
prudent course, as after events amply proved. 
These gentlemen being obdurate, the 
‘“Committee”” came to no decision, but 
Mr. McColvin told the ‘ Committee” that 
he would move an amendment on his own 
account, and Mr. Jones undertook to support 
him. They were entitled to express their 
views in this way if they wished to do so, but 
I did not promise to support them. I took 
no part in drafting the amendment; I gave 
no assent to it, even by my silence, for I made 
my position clear. The charge that I 
“deserted” my colleagues is false. Indeed, 
had the Council been consulted about the 
amendment, I have very reason to believe 
that they would have rejected it decisively. 
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More. The 1938 Syllabus was approved 
before I became a member of the L.A. Council 
again in 1936. I had no chance to debate it in 
Council. I dislike some parts of it so much 
that I felt I could not remain on the Education 
Committee, and I declined to serve after 
December last. The primary aim of the L.A. 
Education Committee is no longer to ensure 
that a student has undertaken a course of Study 
and to determine whether or not he has 
profited from it. The peculiar restrictive 
examination methods of the Intermediate 
are to be extended into the Final. A quota 
is to operate. “‘As authorities come to recog- 
nise the Associateship as a comprehensive 
qualification, an increasing percentage of 
assistants may wisely (1) limit their Studies to 
securing it, thus reducing the present tendency 
to an excess of Fellows.” Nobody can 
become a Fellow until he passes the Final : 
the main purpose of the new Syllabus is “ to 
make the Final more definitely the qualification 
for the higher grades, chief officials, etc.”” (These 
quotations are from the 1938 Syllabus, Year 
book, p. 114; the italics are mine.) The fore- 
cast is that “an increasing percentage of 
assistants may wisely [I /ike that word “* wisely’’] 
limit their Studies to securing the Associate- 
ship”; the suggestion is that they abandon 
hope of the Fellowship. Implicit in the argu- 
ment is the spidery promise that after 1938 
it will be easy to walk into the Associateship. 
I should not care to rely upon that tenuous 
hope. The policy of the new Syllabus is 
intended to be restrictive all along the line ; 
much more so than that of the old Syllabus. 
I know too well the spirit that guides the 
Education Committee : lade they have been 
more concerned with harassing regulations, 
and with attempts to raise examination fees, 
than with education, with the training of 
librarians. In future the Fellowship is to be 
restricted to a very few people, the selec 
candidates recommendable for chief posts ; 
under conditions which suggest that it will 
be easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for an assistant to enter the 
kingdom of the Final. All the remaining 
candidates are to be herded back into sub- 
ordination: the idea of subordination is to 
be encouraged. My opposition to the amend- 
ment was given as forcefully as I was able 
because, after two or three years’ experience 


of the new Syllabus the Association will be 
disrupted, and because I can never support the 
attempt to suggest “‘toan increasing percentage 
of assistants” that they would be wiser (I /ove 
that word “ wiser”’!) to content themselves 
with subordination. It is the duty of the 
Education Committee to encourage every 
person who enters formally upon the career 
of librarianship to do the best he can for 
himself so that he may be in a position to 
compete vigorously for the prizes of the 
profession. 

My loyalty has been given unfailingly to the 
Association. Whatever my position on Council 
or Committee I claim the liberty to aé& as | 
think right for the Association as a whole, and 
not for the convenience of any party or indi- 
vidual in the Council or out of it. 

It would be unwise for us to delude our- 
selves about the vote at the Annual Meeting. 
According to your contributor “ we had the 
amazing sight of over 200 assistants, many of 
whom have still to get their qualifications, and 
a large number of committee men who will 
never have to get them, settling the examina- 
tion policy of the Association.” If the Educa- 
tion Committee continue the present policy 
they may have that “ amazing sight” in the 
future, but they did not have it at Scarborough, 
for out of the whole number present at a big 
meeting not more than a dozen voted in 
favour of the amendment. I am encouraged 
to read your contributor’s opinion that Mr. 
Lamb was “ within his rights”; puzzled to 
learn that my aétion in supporting Mr. Lamb 
was “incomprehensible.” But both Mr. 
Lamb and I are members of the Council; 
surely our “ rights ” are equal ? 

Yours, etc., 
Ernest A. SAVAGE. 


Public Libraries, 
Edinburgh. 


June 26th, 1937. 


The Editor, THe Lisrary Wor 

Sir,—‘‘ Eratosthenes,” in his notes on the 
Annual Meeting, refers to the question of age 
and service limits in the 1938 Syllabus. There 
is plenty of support for the view that, beyond 
a reasonable minimum age for entry, limits of 
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this kind are wrong in principle. To say that 
similar restrictions are included in the I.M.T.A. 
regulations by no means justifies the practice. 

It should be added that, in order to become 
an Associate member of the I.M.T.A. it is 
necessary to pass the final examination, and 
only chief financial officers of five years’ Stand- 
ing as associates areeligible for the fellowship. 

The final of the I.M.T.A. may be obtained 
at 22 with six years’ service, without the un- 
necessary hurdles of a thesis and an oral 
examination. These limits are a little more 
reasonable than those of the L.A., which, for 
the final, were to be 25 with seven years’ 
service, especially when we remember that 
the I.M.T.A., unlike the L.A., is concerned 
wholly with municipal candidates, and has 
not to face the complicated problem of graduate 
entrants and diplomates of an independent 
training school. An assistant treasurer, there- 
fore, is considered (by examination) to be 
ready for a “charge position” three years 
before an assistant librarian ; if the salaries of 
these positions were reversed, then the extra 
waiting period would be worth enduring. 

There appear to be two main reasons why 
the L.A. introduced these limits: (@) to 
reduce the number of “ premature” candi- 
dates ; and (4) “‘ to reduce the present tendency 
to an excess of Fellows.” 

As to (4)—fitness for examination, in my 
opinion, depends far more on adequate pre- 
paration than on age or length of service, 
and the “ pot luck” candidate is to be found 
in any age or service group. Therefore, in 
order to prevent some candidates from wasting 
their examination fees, need we penalise the 
conscientious student ? 

As to (4)—an excess of Fellows is a question 
of Registration, and in view of the faé& that 
the Association has a convenient Bye-law 
(Aro) for this purpose, why not amend it ? 

There are, I agree, welcome improvements 
in the 1938 Syllabus, but we should surely 
delete the invitation that students may “‘ wisely 
limit their studies to the Intermediate Certi- 
ficate!”” The education syllabus should be 
primarily concerned with the whole pro- 
fessional training of librarians, and students 
should not be encouraged to stop half-way, 
whatever problems arise. 

To say that Mr. Lamb’s “ spokesmanship ” 
was limited to the assistants of Yorkshire, is an 


unfair Statement. A careful study of the 
problem, and a full appreciation of the chaos 
which would have followed the operation of 
the 1938 Syllabus, will show that Mr. Lamb’s 
motion was of vital importance to the pro- 
fession as a whole. In fact, a comparison of 
Bye-law Aro (1) (2) with Section 2 (g) of the 
1938 Syllabus will show also that even the 
“panic”? amendment could hardly have 
extricated the Council from a difficult position. 

The voting against Mr. Lamb’s motion 
convinced me that, had the meeting been 
limited to chief librarians, the result would 
have been the same. It must be remembered 
that, apart from Mr. Savage, only Mr. Lamb 
spoke to the motion; Mr. Bolton reserved 
the right to speak later, and there was plenty 
of support to follow. 

“‘ Eratosthenes,” of course, confesses that 
he is “ not too clear what was involved,” and 
in that case what happened will naturally be 
“ unimportant in the light of history.” There- 
fore, he will perhaps not objeé& to a little 
light of another kind. 

Yours, etc., 
FrEDK. J. BOARDMAN, 
Public Library, 
Rotherham. 
22nd June, 1937. 
The Editor, THe Lisrary Wor 

Sir, 

The misleading accounts of the Annual 
Meeting of the Library Association, printed 
in your last issue, are most amusing. Dis- 
cussing the motion moved by Mr. Lamb, your 
contributor says ‘there had been a careful 
gathering of the Assistants of Yorkshire, who, 
we are told, came in scores by coach and train 
to support their spokesman,” whilst your 
Greek contributor, Eratosthenes, repeats this 
in almost the same words. An impression is 
thus created that the motion was carried 
largely through the packing of the meeting by 
Yorkshire Assistants. Those who were present 
will know how utterly fantastic such a sug- 
gestion is. The “crowds of Yorkshire 
Assistants who came by coach and train” 
amounted to —exaétly 82! The attendance at 
the Annual Meeting was certainly not less 
than 500, and only four members from the floor 
of the hall voted against Mr. Lamb’s motion. Yet 
Eratosthenes has the audacity to write that 
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“we had the amazing sight of over 200 assis- 
tants, many of who have still to get their 
qualifications, and a large number of committee 
men who will never have to get them, settling 
the examination policy of the Association ” ! 

Eratosthenes also states that the youngsters 
present voted against the Council’s recom- 
mendations on central control “‘ because they 
were out, apparently, to embarrass the 
Council.” Perhaps when I assure him that 
the assistants from Yorkshire voted almost 
solidy for the Report, in spite of inconsistent 
Statements from the platform, he will apologise 
for making such a wild and unfounded State- 
ment, which is much resented. 

But still more incredible is the statement 
made by your other contributor that “ a pro- 
fession is always, and always must be, an 
autocracy of its most qualified leaders.” Is 
the lesson of Scarborough 1937 still unlearned ? 
What took place at the Annual Meeting was a 
clear enough indication that the majority of 
members of the Council are out of touch with 
the general body of members, and the antag- 
onism shown to the platform was obviously 
an expression of resentment against the auto- 
cracy which your contributor evidently con- 
siders so necessary to the direction of the 
affairs of the Association. The shabby treat- 
ment of the A.A.L. Seétion, of which most of 
the delegates were unaware until word got 
round at the Conference, undoubtedly did 
more to rouse the anger of delegates than 
any of the items which adtually appeared on 
the Agenda. Amalgamation took place after 
the approval of the Annual Meeting held at 
the Brighton Conference in 1929. Yet the 
Council took upon itself the responsibility 
of terminating the Agreement without even 
letting members know they were doing it. 
Fortunately, second thoughts have proved 
wiser, and the Agreement has now been 
extended for a further three years, but only 
after a clear indication at Conference that the 
general body of members repudiated the 
Council on this issue. Does not this serve to 
emphasise that even the “ most qualified 
leaders ”’ can make serious errors of judgment ? 

Yours, etc., 
J. T. 
President, Yorkshire Division, 
Association of Assiftant 


Librarians. 


Central Library. 
Leeds 


24th June, 1937. 
The Editor, THe Lisrary Wor 
Sir, 
CONFERENCE EXHIBITION. 


It has occurred to me that when the Library 
Association is considering the Programme for 
the 1938 Conference, the official opening of 
the Exhibition might be arranged to take place 
at 2.15 p.m. on the Tuesday, and the rest of 
the afternoon left free until 5.15 p.m., so that 
members may have a definite period in which to 
inspe& the Exhibition. If it is felt that this 
suggestion would shorten the time for the 
reading and consideration of papers, then 
a part of the day now used for the Excursion 
might very well be employed. 


At Scarborough this year, the President 
opened the Conference at least half-an-hour 
earlier than the official time, but even so, those 
who wished to attend all the sessions found it 
practically impossible to give sufficient time 
to the Exhibition. This is unfortunate for 
members and unfair to the exhibitors. 


If there is still some spare time on Tuesday 
morning after the Presidential address, the 
presentation of the Carnegie Medal, etc., this 
might very profitably be left free for members 
to confer among themselves, or else introduce 
a short paper. 


There will. be some who may suggest an 
alternative: to extend the hours of opening 
the Exhibition after 6.30 p.m. This would 
not meet the case as the majority of members 
are engaged in the evening and have already 
found that there is not sufficient time to make 
ready for the evening functions. There is the 
additional objection, too, that the Exhibition 
Staffs have already worked a full day, and extra 
evening hours become a burden. 


It would be interesting to have the views of 
other members, as well as exhibitors. 


Yours, etc., 
GeorGE R. Botton, 


Central Public Library, Borough Librarian. 
Watford. 
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LIBRARIANS’ BOOKS 


MALLETT’S INDEX OF ARTISTS 
By DANIEL TROWBRIDGE MALLETT 
the Artists of all Countries, and both and t painters, sc 

past present pain ulptors, engravers, 
In one alphabet are the names of the artists of all nations from earliest times to the featured 
names of to-day’s exhibits, 28,000 artists, thousands of our own day. 
Malileit’s is the first comprehensive index of artists and is particularly useful on contem 
the available facts. 
Mallett’ s reference libraries, art schools, auction rooms, 
art galleries and collectors. 
TT’S means minutes rather than hours when facts on artists are desired. 
Over 28,000 names, 640 pages. 50/- net 


PERIODICALS DIRECTORY, 1935 


REVISED AND ENLARGED EDITION. 


A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS, 

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC TO THE UNITED STATES. 

EDITED BY 
CAROLYN F. ULRICH 
Carer, Perropicats Division, New York LIBRarRy. 

This Directory is planned for those interested in business and industry as well as for librarians 
of all types and sizes of libraries, not only as a tool for reference but also as an aid in the selection 
of titles for purchase. The list does not aim to be exhaustive, but its eight thousand selected 
titles represent the periodicals published in the United States and abroad, Be as in get 
France and Germany, which have been found most useful in American collections. 55/- net 


THE BOOKMAN’S MANUAL 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 
Fourts Epition. 


to all of boo 

It is an Geteednetion to book knavididge with discussions of editions and their makers. It covers 
the whole field of reading and brings it to date. Authors are listed alphabetically within each 
field of literature—fiction, poetry, drama, essays, etc. British, Russian, French and other Con- 
tinental authors are included. All the books of each author are listed in chronological order 

date of publication. Publisher and price are given. 22 


FAMOUS LITERARY PRIZES AND THEIR WINNERS 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 


A handbook of information, revised and enlarged by Jessie H. Murray, with discussion and 
description of the character and details of over 60 prize awards given to books, followed bya 
listing of the titles that won each such award. Ninety-six pages, with index to titles, bound in 


cloth, size 5$ by 8}. 6/6 net 


Sole Agents in the British Empire and Europe for the books of the R. R. Bowher Co., New York. 


J. WHITAKER SONS LTD. 
12 WARWICK LANE, E.C.4. 
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A Further Announcement 


Service 


Our new and large extensions are now 
almost completed so that we can return 
your books more quickly to you, yet retain 
the same attention to detail. 


improvement 


Interest 


Our Patented “Quickseen” Magazine Cases 
have been still further improved, making 
them easily the best and most attractive 
case on the market—they will add bright- 
ness and attraction to your Reading Rooms. 


A new Juvenile Catalogue containing books 
which will appeal to your youthful borrowers 
of all ages—we have excelled ourselves both 
as to the binding of the books and the 
contents and range of titles. Easily the best 
catalogue we have produced. 


Cedric Chivers Ltd. 


BATH BOOKSELLERS 


and Published for the Proprietors by Grarron & Co., 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1 
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